
To:
Government of Liberia
Government of Cameroon
Government of Gabon
23 September 2024
Subject: Act now for healthy and just Community Forests
Dear Decision Makers,
We are reaching out to you to highlight the pressing issues surrounding Community Forest Mana-
gement within the West and Central African region. Enclosed with this letter, you will find a brie-
fing document detailing how the appropriation of forest resources by elites and corporations jeopar-
dizes the rights and livelihoods of indigenous peoples and local communities. This challenge of cor-
porate and elite capture is prevalent across West and Central Africa, and demands your attention
and action.
Community Forests hold immense potential to strenghten the rights of and empower Indigenous
Peoples and local communities, thereby fostering social stability and local economies through res-
ponsible practices and the conservation of forests and biodiversity.
During the Community Forest application process, logging companies, often in collaboration with
elites and intermediaries, unduly influence decisions, securing forest rights to the detriment of local
communities. Consequently, communities are left without adequate benefits or control over their
forests, while a select few profit at their expense. This situation not only weakens the economic and
social situation of communities, but also accelerates the loss of biodiversity and the destruction of
natural habitats.
This is aggravated by weak regulations with loopholes and gaps that favour logging in Community
Forests and the absence of government support to communities. Consequently, while on paper, your
government supports community forest management, the reality is that communities are not bene-
fiting and robbed from their forests and its resources.
We implore you to publicly acknowledge these widespread challenges faced by Indigenous Peoples
and local communities and take decisive action to ensure that Community Forests genuinely benefit
those they are intended to serve, rather than serving the interests of elites and corporations. In our
briefer we recommend clear steps forward and we look forward to discuss these with you.

Kind Regards,
Samuel Nguiffo Centre pour l’Environnement et le Développement – Friends of the Earth

Cameroon
Jonathan W. Yiah Sustainable Development Institute – Friends of the Earth Liberia
Ladislas Désiré Nd Muyissi Environment GabonVera de Regt Milieudefensie – Friends of the Earth Netherlands
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